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Participants’ profiles 
 
 
 
Kathrine Angell-Hansen is the Director of the secretariat of the Joint Programming 
Initiative for Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI Oceans).  Prior to taking 
up this position two years ago, she was seconded as a national expert to DG MARE 
to coordinate the scientific file of this policy.  Kathrine has been working as a Deputy 
Director in charge of budgets research and innovation in the Ministry of Fisheries and 
Coastal Affairs in Norway as well as in the Norwegian Research Council as a 
Director on strategic planning for innovation, international research and innovation, 
and with special responsibility for maritime, seafood and biotechnology.  She worked 
for 10 years in industry as a marketing director and lobbyist  in some of the major 
companies in Norway, and also as an expat in Europe (France and Denmark). 
Kathrine is educated at the University of Oslo with an extended master of science 
degree with emphasis on strategic planning 
 
 
 
David Braun is Editor in Chief of National Geographic Digital Media's Daily News, 
Science, and Environment. He has been a news journalist for 36 years, working on 
newspapers, magazines, and websites in three countries (South Africa, the UK, and 
the U.S.A.). He has worked for National Geographic for 15 years, first in the 
Communications office as Public Affairs Editor, then on the Society's website, where 
he devised and launched Daily News (now read by 6 million visitors per month) and 
News Watch (a blog of 103 members of the wider National Geographic community, 
including scientists, explorers, students and aligned institutions). 
Oceans are one of the seven critical issues underlying the Rio+20 conference and 
form an important part of National Geographic's mission to focus on restoration and 
maintenance of sustainable fisheries and the creation of authentic and viable marine 
protected areas. Braun has folded these elements into his editorial focus, working 
with the Society's Mission Programs, National Geographic partners, and initiatives 
like the Census of Marine Life and the International League of Conservation 
Photographers. Braun is a generalist, drawing from experience covering business, 
politics (including a few years covering the U.S. Congress and the White House), city 
administration, science, technology and innovation to target environment content that 
resonates with a wide general audience. His academic qualifications are in Political 
Science, Economics, Journalism, and Business Administration. 



Frédéric Briand studied economics and oceanography at the University of Paris, and 
marine ecology (Ph.D.) at the University of California.  He spent his early 
professional career in Canada, investigating the dynamics of marine systems in the 
Pacific, Atlantic and Caribbean Sea.  Co-discoverer of invariants in the architecture 
of global food webs - now a research sector on its own - his is the author of numerous 
papers on the dynamics and conservation of complex ecological systems. 
 
Upon his return to Europe, Frederic managed sectors of multi-disciplinary research in 
various international Agencies (Unesco, IUCN), before taking on in 1992 the 
direction of the Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM), an organisation which 
includes 22 Member States and federates over 4000 researchers.  Founder and editor 
of the well-known CIESM Monograph Series on Mediterranean marine sciences 
(now reaching 44 volumes), Frédéric is also the promoter of international 'marine 
peace parks' to facilitate co-governance of the marine commons, and a leading 
advocate of lending United Nations protection to all cetaceans on the high 
sea.  Whaling Commissioner, Adviser to diverse EU-Programs, he represents the 
Mediterranean region on the UN Committee on the Health of the Oceans (GESAMP). 
 
 
Willem De Moor is working as an adviser at the secretariat of the Joint Programming 
Initiative for Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI Oceans) where he mainly 
deals with the communication and outreach . Before joining the JPI Oceans 
secretariat Willem was a policy adviser at the Flemish Ministry for Economy, 
Science and Innovation where he was part of the EU presidency team. In this role he 
worked mainly on the organisation of the Strategic Energy Technology (SET)-plan 
2010 conference and the EurOCEAN 2010 conference.  Previously he worked as a 
policy adviser at the cabinet of the Flemish minister of Economy, Science and 
Innovation. 
Willem graduated as a master in Modern History at the KULeuven.  During an 
additional year in a master programme in Political Science – International relations at 
UCL he had his first work experience interning at the European Parliament. 
 
 
Mario Dogliani was trained as a Naval Architect (degree 1983).  He is now the 
Manager of Corporate R&D for the RINA Group of Companies. The main focus of 
his activities is related to promoting innovation within the marine and maritime 
industrial sector with special emphasis on environmental and safety aspects as well as 
on transfer of knowledge from scientific community to industrial operators such as, in 
view of example, blue biotechnologies and/or nanotechnologies applications in ship 
building.  Mario is currently Vice President of the EU Waterborne Technology 
Platform and Coordinator of the Italian National Mare Platform (PTNM), and often 
acts as  Italian Expert (on behalf of the Ministry of Research) for FP7 Transport 
R&D initatives. 
 



 
Laura Giuliano was trained in marine microbiology, with a Ph.D. from the 
University of Marseille (France), followed by a post-doc at the National Centre for 
Biotechnology (GBF, Germany).  She then joined the National Research Council 
(CNR) in Italy, where she directed a large research group at the IAMC-CNR Institute 
of Marine Research in Messina. Participated to national (EOCUMM, PNRA, 
CLUSTER-SAM, PON-SABIE) and international projects (BIODEEP, COMMODE, 
EUR-OCEANS), often with leading responsibilities. Member of different evaluation 
panels for selecting research proposals to be funded by both national (CNR-It, 
MIUR-It, PNEC-Fr) and intergovernmental Commissions (EU FP5, FP6). Besides 
publishing scientific articles in international journals (over 40 peer-reviewed articles), 
she also pays attention to the promotion of science across a larger public (TV, press).  
 
Since 2004, Laura is scientific Advisor at CIESM Headquarters. There she focuses on 
the harmonisation of major national marine initiatives, and on influencing EU marine 
policy with a Mediterranean perspective.  Her most recent activities include 
international negotiations regarding access and benefit sharing over the development 
of blue biotechnology, and the promotion of marine science and challenges across a 
larger public via e-forums.  
 
 
 
Anders Hansen is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Media and Communication, 
University of Leicester, UK. He is Associate Editor of Environmental 
Communication: A Journal of Nature and Culture, Chair of the IAMCR Group on 
Environment, Sciente and Risk Communication, and Executive Board Member and 
Secretary to the International Environmental Communication Association (IECA). 
His recent books include Environment, Media and Communication (2010) and Mass 
Communication Research Methods (edited four-volume set, 2009). 
 
His main research interests are in environmental, science and health communication; 
media and the environment; news management and journalistic practices; media/new 
media activism; the roles of news and other media (including advertising) in 
representing and influencing political and social issues, with a particular emphasis on 
the discursive and rhetorical aspects of the media’s roles in social, cultural and 
political change and development. He edited the first major publication in Britain to 
examine The Mass Media and Environmental Issues (1993) and much of his research 
has focused on environmental correspondents, environmental pressure groups and 
media coverage of environmental issues. 
 



Eleftheria Lekakis received her doctorate in Media and Communications from 
Goldsmiths College, University of London, following a BSc in Political Science from 
the University of Crete, Greece, and MSc in Media and Communications from the 
London School of Economics. Her doctoral research was concerned with the 
communication of social change through the case of the fair trade movement in the 
United Kingdom, questioning  the democratic potential of the internet for the 
communication of social change through  alternative modes of trade. The focus on 
the internet as a platform for the launching of progressive forms of politics was 
interrogated in relation to the information-raising, organisation-building and 
mobilisation-allowing characteristics of the medium. Questions of linearity, speed, 
access and attention were addressed. 
 
Her present research and activities address issues of politics and new media, 
primarily including corporate social responsibility and corporate citizenship, cultural 
citizenship, political communication and consumer politics. More specifically, at the 
moment her interests are vested in the exploration of the dynamic role of corporations 
behaving as potential agents for global social and environmental justice; the civic 
agency of individuals; the markets as an arena of the mediation of politics; the role of 
communication channels in these processes. 
 
 
 
Gilles Lericolais, a marine geologist/geophysicist, has been working at Ifremer 
(France) since 1984. He graduated from ESEM in 1984 as a raw materials and 
energetic resources enginee and obtained a PhD in Marine Geology in 1997. During 
his career, Gilles joined more than 30 research cruises and was chief scientist for a 
number of them. From 1989 to 1991, he worked for Elf Aquitaine (now TOTAL) as 
an expert for site survey studies. From 1997 to 2006, he worked on the Black Sea 
sedimentary records and processes and acted as regional coordinator for the 
Black Sea in the 6th FP HERMES Project. Since 2009, he is closely involved in the 
COST action TD902 (2009-2013): 'Submerged Prehistoric Archaeology and 
Landscapes of the Continental Shelf' 
 
Responsible for the Ifremer project "Margins and Sedimentary systems" he was 
nominated Chair of the Site Survey Panel for IODP in 2010. From 2008 to 2011, he 
was in charge of the GOLO research project: a collaborative project between 
TOTAL, EXXONMOBIL, FUGRO and Ifremer. Author of over 50 refereed 
publications, he was appointed in 2011 Director of European and International 
Affairs of Ifremer. 
 



Henk Mulder (Ph.D. 1964) is in the Faculty of Sciences, University of Groningen, as 
Co-ordinator of the Science Shop since 1989. There, he facilitates research projects 
for civil society organisations, done by students and staff. Given his experience in 
this interactive form of science communication/public engagement, he also became 
Lecturer in Science & Society Studies. He currently leads the EU funded project 
PERARES (Public Engagement with Research and Research Engagement with 
Society, with 25 partners in 16 countries. Its main objective is to strengthen co-
operation between researchers and CSOs in setting research agendas.  
 
Prior to PERARES, Henk Mulder was leader of the project ‘Science Shops in 
Romania’ in which he facilitated the construction of a national network of eight 
science shops at Romanian universities. He also was one of the main initiators for the 
international science shop network Living Knowledge and participated in various 
EU-funded projects. Henk Mulder holds an MSc in Chemistry and a PhD in Energy 
and Environmental Sciences. His current research involves the role of CSOs in 
upstream engagement with nanotechnology, funded by the Dutch National Research 
Program on Nano Sciences, NanoNed. 
 
 
Peter Rebernik is currently head of "PHAROS International, Bureau for Cultural & 
Scientific Projects”, based in Vienna, Austria. He also serves as Executive Director 
for EUSEA, the European Science Events Association, www.sciencefestivals.eu, 
which assembles about 90 institutions organising “science engagement activities” like 
science festivals or science weeks. He also is general secretary of the “Austrian 
Society for the Advance of Science”. 
 
He studied electronics at the Technical University Vienna, and served as its assistant 
professor. Thereafter, he worked for Philips, building telephone exchange computers, 
started his own company marketing personal computers. A change came with his 
appointment as director of the Technical Museum Vienna, and as director of the 
KunstHausWien. Since then, he works as advisor for museums, exhibitions, as 
coordinator for four EU funded projects and many other cultural and scientific 
projects 
 
 
Tullio Scovazzi is professor of International Law at the University of Milano-
Bicocca, Milan, Italy. His main fields of interest are international law of the sea and 
the environment, cultural properties, and human rights. He occasionally participates, 
as legal expert of Italy - or of the international institutions involved -  in meetings and 
negotiations on various subjects, including the Barcelona Convention on the 
protection of the Mediterranean Sea and its Protocols, the United Nations Working 
Group on biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction, marine mammals, fisheries in the 
Mediterranean, the underwater cultural heritage. 
 



Vilhelm Skjaerpe has been working with interactive media since 1989, developing 
concepts for e-learning, pedagogic games, role-play games and exhibitions. Prior to 
that, he was educated at The School of Communication Arts in 84/85 and at the 
University of London in 89/90. In 1996 Vilhelm founded Mediafarm AS, based in 
Stavenger (Norway).  The company is involved in four sectors: e-learning, interactive 
games and simulations, corporate video and role-play games.  All areas are targeted 
towards training or learning applications. Clients have been, among others, the 
Norwegian Parliament, the Norwegian Foreign Office, the European Parliament, 
ExxonMobil, Statoil, several science centres and other visitor’s centres and museums 
in Norway. Through its development of role-play games, Media Farm has had a 
particular influence on the media industry.  
 
Mario Sprovieri received a Ph.D. in Geochemistry (1997) from the University of 
Palermo. Currently Professor of Oceanography at the University of Palermo and 
Professor of Chemical Oceanograpy at the University “Parthenope” of Naples. He is 
also head of the Geochemistry Laboratory at the IAMC-CNR of Naples and head of 
its Detached Unit of Capo Granitola, Sicily.  His research is mainly focused on the 
paleoceanography of the Mediterranean basin, and on pathways of inorganic and 
organic contaminants in highly anthropised worldwide distributed marine coastal 
zones. Principal Investigator in the GTSnext and Earthtime EU programs 
(astrochronology from the present to the base of the Neogene and the Lower 
Cretaceous), he is also PI in the EUROCEANS and SESAME EU, TARA Ocean, 
JERICO and Perseus (FP7) programs for application of stable isotope to the 
definition of nitrogen and carbon cycles in the Mediterranean oceanography system. 
Co-author of several international science plans, author of more than 90 peer-
reviewed papers in paleoceanography, stratigraphy and environmental science, he is 
currently head of the CNR National program “Biogeochemistry of the marine 
environment”. 
 
Konstantinos I. Stergiou holds degrees in biology from Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki 'AUTh' (BSc, PhD), and in oceanography from McGill University, 
Canada.  Since 2006 professor at the School of Biology, AUTh, he teaches courses on 
Ichthyology, Fisheries Biology, Fisheries Resources, Management and Time-Series 
Analysis. Director of the Laboratory of Ichthyology. His research interests cover fish 
life-history, population dynamics, fisheries ecology, modeling and forecasting, 
ecosystem management, and bibliometrics. Co-Chair in 2001-2007 of the CIESM 
Committee on Marine Ecosystems and Living Resources.  Since 2004 participates in 
the FishBase Consortium. He serves in the Editorial Board of the journals Fisheries 
Research, Ethics in Science and Environmental Politics, and Journal of Biological 
Research. He is contributing editor of the journal Marine Ecology Progress Series and 
Associate Editor for the FishBase Section  in the journal Acta Ichthyologica et 
Piscatoria and Academic Editor of Plos-One. He has contributed 120 papers in peer-
reviewed journals, 20 book chapters, and some 200 others (technical reports and 
popular magazines).  



 
 

Joaquín Tintoré holds a Ph.D in physics and is professor of physical oceanography 
from CSIC (Spanish Council for Scientific Research) at IMEDEA (CSIC-UIB) where 
he leads the Department of Marine Technologies, Operational Oceanography and 
Sustainability. Since December 2008, he is also Director of a Spanish Large Scale 
Marine Infrastructure, SOCIB (Balearic Islands Coastal Ocean Observing and 
Forecasting System), a new multi-platform facility of facilities that responds to 
scientific, technological and strategic society priorities related to the role of the 
oceans in climate change.  Throughout his career, Joaquin has studied the physical 
processes and mechanisms that can explain the dynamics of the coastal ocean and its 
multidisciplinary interactions (from the nearshore to the open ocean). He has always 
combined a threefold approach: (a) searching for new and non-repetitive scientific 
ideas, (b) maintaining high quality science linked to technology development and (c) 
developing new tools for decision support and by this increasing the transfer of 
knowledge to society and contributing to science-based integrated coastal and ocean 
management. His present interest includes the implementation of new monitoring 
devices such as autonomous underwater gliders (more than 10.000 profiles since 
2006) on a multi-platform distributed observing systems framework to study the 
coastal ocean spatial and temporal variability and related ecosystem response. He has 
published 120 papers in international refereed journals, has been principal 
investigator in 42 peer reviewed research projects and has also coordinated two EU 
funded international projects. In 2003 he obtained the Spanish National Research 
Award.  
 
 
 
Fabio Trincardi studied marine geophysics at the University of Bologna and 
University of Trieste, followed by a NATO post-doc Fellowship at the US 
Geological Survey Menlo Park, California. Currently Director of the Institute of 
Marine Sciences (ISMAR-CNR), he leads RITMARE, the largest Italian program 
on marine and maritime research.  His scientific interests focus on the evolution of 
continental margins, integrating geophysical, sedimentological and geo-
chronological methods, past climate regimes and their impacts on coastal systems 
and deep-water settings. Co-ordinator of large projects (EURODELTA; the 
Geological-Mapping Project of the Italian Seas; risk-assessment projects related to 
slope stability and pipeline routing), contractor in ten other EU projects on 
continental margins and deep-sea ecosystems. He participated, often as Chief 
Scientist, to more than 35 scientific cruises (Mediterranean, Pacific Ocean, 
Antarctica). Guest Editor for special issues of the journals Geochemistry, 
Geophysics, Geosystems, Marine Geology, and Oceanography. He contributed to 
over 180 peer-reviewed papers, refereed books, and other publications.  


